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East Africa Hub: Voith's new center for hydropower
. . . 2018-05-11
projects in East Africa
e New facility in Ethiopia will coordinate hydropower projects in
nine countries in the east of the continent
e Strategic position, customer proximity, strong economic
growth and hydropower potential were significant factors in
the choice of location
e For more than 70 years, Voith has been actively contributing to
the development of infrastructure in the region

Addis Ababa. On May 11, 2018 technology group Voith opened its new
East Africa Hub in the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa. In doing so the com-
pany is highlighting its active contribution to the development of electricity
generation from hydropower in East Africa. From now on, the technology
group will be planning and coordinating projects in nine countries in the
east of the continent from this new facility. The opening ceremony was
attended by Ethiopia's State Minister of Water, Irrigation and Electricity
Dr. Frehiwot Woldehanna, German ambassador to Ethiopia Brita Wagener,
Uwe Wehnhardt, CEO of Voith Hydro and Member of the Corporate
Management Board, and numerous guests from the business and political
arenas.

Voith has been a partner in the region for more than 70 years

In his opening address, Uwe Wehnhardt emphasized the enormous poten-
tial of hydropower in the region. “Voith has been supporting the develop-
ment of clean energy generation in Africa since the 1940s. We are reinforc-
ing this commitment through the opening of our facility in Addis Ababa,”
says Wehnhardt. Voith will work with customers and investors to continue
to play an active role in developing a sustainable energy supply in Africa.

In this context, training measures are an important element for Voith and
will in future also be coordinated from Addis Ababa. The purpose of the
training is to pass on the company's extensive expertise in hydropower to
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Many reasons for Ethiopia as a location

There were several reasons in favor of the new Voith location in Ethiopia.
“Good market conditions and the proximity to our customers and partners,
as well as the hydropower market potential and impressive economic de-
velopment in recent years make Ethiopia an ideal base for our new site,”
explains Uwe Wehnhardt.
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With a hydropower potential of 45,000 MW, Ethiopia has one of the largest
resources on the African continent. Since 2011, the country has been
boosting the development of renewable energies and aims to be the en-
ergy hub for East Africa in the medium term. “Due to the longstanding his-
tory of hydropower projects in Ethiopia there are a large number of well-
trained experts in the country. Some of these experts are now supporting
us in our new East Africa Hub,” says Wehnhardt. The good logistics are
also a point in favor of Ethiopia. For example, all the countries serviced —
Egypt, Kenya, Sudan, South Sudan, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda and
Zambia can be reached by direct flights in just a few hours.

Numerous projects under construction

Already, Ethiopian hydropower plants with Voith technology are supplying
up to 900,000 households in the country with clean, sustainable electricity.
One of these power stations is Gilgel Gibe I, which went onto the grid in
2004. Its three Francis turbines from Voith have a capacity of more than
180 MW — sufficient output to supply electricity to over 120,000 households
in the rural Oromia region around 260 km to the south-west of Addis Ab-
aba. For the Gilgel Gibe Il power plant Voith also supplied four Pelton tur-
bines and generators and the electrical and mechanical equipment. It also
trained the power plant personnel. Before Gilgel Gibe Il was operational,
only 15 percent of Ethiopian villages had electricity. Nowadays half of all
rural communities are connected to the grid.

Numerous other hydropower projects are currently under construction in
Ethiopia. In the coming years they will increase the installed capacity by a
further 1,500 MW and also bring Voith's share of electricity generation from
hydropower to around nine percent of the country's entire power genera-
tion.
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Voith is also playing a leading role in hydropower projects in other East Af- Voith GmoH & Co. KGaA
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increase the capacity of the power plant by around 20 percent. The com-
prehensive upgrade is set to be completed by mid-2019.
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Voith Hydro is a leading full-line supplier and trusted partner for equipping

hydropower plants. The Voith Group Division develops customized, long-

term solutions and services for large and small hydro plants all over the

world. Its portfolio of products and services covers the entire life cycle and

all major components for large and small hydro plants, from generators,

turbines, pumps and automation systems, right through to spare parts,

maintenance and training services, and digital solutions for intelligent hy-

dropower.

Voith is a global technology group. With its wide range of plants, products,
services and digital applications, Voith sets standards in the markets for
energy, oil and gas, paper, raw materials and transport & automotive.
Founded in 1867, Voith today has more than 19,000 employees and earns
4.2 billion euros in sales. It has locations in over 60 countries and is one of
the largest family-owned companies in Europe.

Caption: Symbolic hand-over of the key for the new Voith Hydro East
Africa Hub in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. On the picture (left to right): Mark
Claessen, Managing Director Voith Hydro East Africa; Dr. Frehiwot
Woldehanna, State Minister of Water, Irrigation and Electricity in Ethiopia;
Brita Wagener, German ambassador to Ethiopia; Heike Bergmann, Senior
Vice President Sales Africa; Uwe Wehnhardt, CEO of Voith Hydro and
Member of the Corporate Management Board.
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Twitter LinkedIn

https://twitter.com/voithgmbh https://www.linkedin.com/company/voith-gmbh
https://twitter.com/voith_hydro https://www.linkedin.com/company/voith-hydro
https://twitter.com/voith_paper https://www.linkedin.com/company/voith-turbo
https://twitter.com/voith_turbo https://www.linkedin.com/company/voith-paper
https://twitter.com/Voith_DS https://www.linkedin.com/company/voith-digital-solutions

https://twitter.com/Voith_Career

Instagram Facebook
https://www.instagram.com/voithgmbh/ https://www.facebook.com/VoithGlobal/
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YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/user/VoithTurboOfficial
https://www.youtube.com/user/VoithPaperEN
https://www.youtube.com/c/Voith_Hydro



