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German President Joachim Gauck Visits
“Wir Zusammen” Members
2016-09-02

e Voith recognized for its refugee aid commitment
e Employees invited to President’s reception

Heidenheim/Essen. On 2 September 2016, German President Joachim
Gauck visited the members of “Wir Zusammen” in Essen, in order to inform
himself about the exemplary initiative aimed at the integration of refugees.
Among the members is also Voith, which has joined the network with its
training sponsorships for refugees.

In his welcoming address, Joachim Gauck emphasized the importance of
the strong personal commitment of the companies and their employees
towards the people who are currently seeking refuge in Germany. At the
same time, the President appealed to other companies to follow this ex-
ample and contribute to the successful integration of the refugees. Since
February 2016, “Wir Zusammen” has been pooling the initiatives of more
than 100 German companies. A focal point of the individual projects is to
give the migrants a long-term perspective for their new life in Germany by
integrating them into the labor market.

“Wherever we look we are aware that success is not taken for granted, but
that it is always a possibility”, said President Joachim Gauck. “This is why |
like this direct approach which entails that alongside our government, our
communities and our relevant authorities talking about integration, indus-
trial companies actively take on responsibility as part of our society and
start an initiative with an emphatic We.”
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Among the nearly 300 guests from the circle of “Wir Zusammen” members é‘r’:'u‘peg':'mumca“on
who attended the visit of the President was also llonka NuZbaumer, Senior St. Poltener Strasse 43
Vice President HR of Voith GmbH, and the two Syrian Voith employees ii'i22+'2§“i§22‘2‘?:3§§;““”y
Abedalrhman Nbo and Nasser Awad. Together with President Gauck and Fax +497321 37-7107
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the other guests they were able to inform themselves about concrete ex-
amples of the activities of the “Wir Zusammen” network in the context of an
exhibition. Five integration projects represented the efforts of the participat-

ing companies and their employees regarding the integration of refugees
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into Germany’s social and working environment. The exhibition highlighted
that companies of all sizes and from all industries are highly motivated and
creative when it comes to taking responsibility for the newly arrived citi-
zens. At Voith, young refugees spend their first training year with an ap-
prenticeship as industrial mechanics. Among other features, the program
includes in-house German language courses and intercultural training ses-
sions. The next module set at Voith starts on 1 October 2016.

Voith sets standards in the markets energy, oil & gas, paper, raw materials
and transport & automotive. Founded in 1867, Voith employs more than
20,000 people, generates € 4.3 billion in sales, operates in about 60 coun-
tries around the world and is today one of the largest family-owned com-

panies in Europe*.

* Excluding the discontinued Group Division Voith Industrial Services.
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Twitter
https://twitter.com/voithgmbh
https://twitter.com/voith_hydro
https://twitter.com/voith_paper
https://twitter.com/voith_turbo
https://twitter.com/Voith_DS
https://twitter.com/Voith_Career

Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/voithgmbh/
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LinkedIn

https://www.linkedin.com/company/voith-gmbh
https://www.linkedin.com/company/voith-hydro
https://www.linkedin.com/company/voith-turbo
https://www.linkedin.com/company/voith-paper
https://www.linkedin.com/company/voith-digital-solutions

YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/user/VoithTurboOfficial
https://www.youtube.com/user/VoithPaperDEU
https://www.youtube.com/user/VoithPaperEN
https://www.youtube.com/c/Voith_Hydro



